James Fenimore Cooper

low-Democrat, Colonel Prentiss, would not give him free
use of his columns. The first letter set forth the facts of the
Point's history at length and argued the question of tide
cogently; the second mockingly published the resolutions,
which the secretary of the meeting had failed to do, having
given them to Cooper instead of to the papers as ordered.
Cooper's letters had no effect on national opinion, for they
were not copied by any other papers; nor is it clear that they
had any local effect*

At the same time (August 1837) Richard Cooper, Feni-
more's nephew and lawyer, wrote to the Otsego Republican
threatening to sue for libel unless there was a suitable retrac-
tion of the offending article. The inexperienced young edi-
tor, Andrew Barber, did not realize that he was legally
responsible for the repetition of the Chenango piece. Un-
aware of any wrongdoing of his own he was certain of his
duty to the press to resist "an attempt to compromise its
high tone and independent bearing, ... it is its legitimate
privilege, and the right of the people, to promulgate their
sovereign will and pleasure, and disseminate truth, justice
and morality" et cetera. Such exalted notions required an
editor to stand firm and refuse to correct his mere errors of
fact In September 1837 Cooper began suit against the brash
young man and also against his brighter colleague, the editor

* It is true that the villagers did nothing further in the matter,
but there is no indication that they ever intended to go beyond
their original gesture of defiance. They seem to have continued
using the Point which was in due time inherited by a William
Cooper. In 1871 it was leased to the Village Improvement Society
of Gooperstown, and in 1809 was bought for a moderate sum for
thjs townspeople. It is still one of the few places for public swim-
ming and picnicking on Otsego Lake.
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